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Township Celebrates 275th Anniversary

The year-long observance
of the Township’s 275th
Anniversary made 2016 a
truly special and memorable
year in the long history of
Upper Hanover Township. A
host of special activities included
historical presentations, displays
and seminars, self-guided tours
of historical structures, and
pontoon boat tours of the Green
Lane Reservoir.

The festivities culminated
with the September 17, 2016
Upper Hanover Township
The Board of Supervisors dedicate the time capsule scheduled for opening
275th Anniversary Celebration
in 2041. From left to right: Chairman Gene Fried, Dottie Diehl, Vice-Chairman
Day held at Camelot Park.
Rich Fain and Steve Rothenberger.
The major activities of the day
included yoga in the park, the addition of bronze military service seals at the Veteran’s Monument and
the dedication of a time capsule scheduled for opening in the year 2041.
We offer a big thank you to all the participants who helped out throughout the year, including the
275th Anniversary Committee, the Township Historical Committee, the Township office staff and road
crew, the Schwenkfelder Library and Heritage Center, the Girl Scouts, Frontier Girls, Boy Scouts, Penn
State Extension Service, all the local fire companies, the Upper Perk Valley Ambulance Association,
the Upper Perk Valley YMCA, the Upper Perkiomen High School Marching Band, the Goldenberg
Group/The Shoppes at Upper Hanover, Quiver Farms, Blommer Chocolate, Dominick Pulice, Roy
Hildenbrand, Norm Hunsberger, Senator Bob Mensch, Representative Justin Simmons, Congressman
Mike Fitzpatrick, the Strawberry Family Restaurant, Ducky’s Water Ice, Vince and Friends, and many,
many others who contributed their time and good works in making the entire program a huge success.
The Board of Supervisors
salutes all citizens, past
and present, who have
contributed to the growth
and cultural enrichment of
the Township throughout
its history and offers best
wishes for continued pride
and community spirit in the
years ahead.
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Call today so you can remain Independent.
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Message from the Chairman
Dear Friends:
The best thing to come out of the Township’s successful 275th Anniversary in 2016 was the ongoing sense of
good fellowship and community pride. We had fun with the different events throughout the year, but the lasting
benefit is the reminder that this Township is the place we call home. I feel confident that by working together we
can accomplish many things and continue to maintain the Township as a great place to live and work.
I am pleased to report that Upper Hanover Township is heading into the new year of 2017 in excellent
financial condition. The Township real estate taxes will remain at the same 1.45 mills level for the 12th straight
year. The Board of Supervisors has held the line on taxes by carefully balancing the need to move the Township
forward with an ongoing commitment to sound financial management.

Gene Fried, Chairman

There are some major challenges facing the Township in 2017. The bridge detours on Route 663 will be difficult, but the final result will
be the construction of two new, safe bridges for our residents.
The second major challenge is the ongoing spotted lanternfly infestation and quarantine that could increase in severity in the coming
months. Both matters will warrant our careful attention in 2017. Please see the related articles in this Newsletter.
On behalf of the Board of Supervisors and the Township staff, I wish you all the best in the year ahead.

Gene Fried, Chairman
Board of Supervisors

Township Contact Information
Office Hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
1704 Pillsbury Road, PO Box 27, East Greenville, PA 18041
Phone: 215-679-4401 v Fax: 215-679-3585 v www.upperhanovertownship.org
Township Manager E-mail: sseitzinger@comcast.net
Road Foreman E-mail: tomluht@comcast.net
For Police, Fire and Medical Emergencies: Dial 911
Board of Supervisors
Eugene F. Fried, Chairman
Richard K. Fain, Vice Chairman
Dorothy J. Diehl, Assistant Secretary
Ben R. Fiorito, Assistant Treasurer
Steven Rothenberger
Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting: Second Tuesday
of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Workshop Meeting: Monday prior
to each Regular Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Planning Commision
Regular Meeting: First Wednesday of
each month at 7:00 p.m.

Staff
Township Manager: Stanley W. Seitzinger, Jr.
Road Foreman: Thomas Latshaw

Meeting Schedule
Industrial Development Authority
Second Monday of the last month
of each quarter at 7:30 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board
Third Wednesday of each month,
as required, at 7:00 p.m.

A Reminder...
The Township Building will be closed on the
following holidays:
April 14 – Good Friday
May 29 – Memorial Day
July 4 – Independence Day

Parks and Recreation Committee
Fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Historical Committee
Third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Upper Hanover Authority
First Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.
All meetings are open to the public and are held at: Upper Hanover Townhip Municipal
Building, 1704 Pillsbury Road, East Greenville, PA

LTL Consultants, Ltd.

ENGINEERS & CODE OFFICIALS

ONE TOWN CENTRE DR
OLEY, PA

1-888-987-8886
Proudly serving Upper Hanover Township as

Township Engineer
Building Inspector
Zoning Officer
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How You Can Help When It Snows

T

he Upper Hanover Township Property Maintenance Code
specifies that where sidewalks exist between a property line
and the road cartway, the property owner responsible is required
to have at least a two-foot wide path cleared of snow and ice
within 24 hours after precipitation has stopped falling. When
more than 12 inches of snow has fallen, the property owner
responsible for the sidewalk has 48 hours to clear the path.
Please remove your vehicles from all public streets during
snow or ice emergencies. The snowplows can operate more
efficiently and safely if the roads are cleared of vehicles.
Please do not direct snow from your property onto the

public streets when shoveling or clearing your property. The
accumulation of snow and ice on an already cleared road surface
presents a hazard for the traveling public.
Inspect and maintain your mailbox post prior to the winter
season and verify that the location is suitable to minimize
possible damage by heavy, plowed snow.
Be sure to clear any ice or snow from your vehicles
roof and windows prior to driving in order to comply
with state Vehicle Code requirements.
Play it safe and try to stay at home during winter snow
emergencies, if possible.

Winter Driving Tips from the PA State Police

W

ith the threat of winter weather looming, there are
a few routine things that you can do to drive safely
under difficult conditions.
First, consider getting your vehicle serviced. By
winterizing your vehicle, you can be sure your vehicle’s
fluids are at their proper levels, your car battery has the
sufficient amount of power, and any needed repairs can be
made before the temperature plunge. Inspect wiper blades and
replace those that are ineffective. Also be sure to check your tires
for acceptable tread depth, for uneven wear, and ensure that they
are inflated to the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended pressure.
One of the biggest problems with snow or ice is that we forget
how we drove on it last year. Once the snow starts to fall and
stick on the roadways, remember to drive slowly. Many times
during the winter season you will have to drive well below the
posted maximum speed limit. As the tires will not have as much
traction, it will be harder for you to stop or slow your vehicle.
Driving at a speed suitable for weather conditions and
maintaining a safe distance behind other vehicles will give you a
better chance to react to any obstacles you may encounter. Also
remember that ice will be on the roadways and often cannot be
seen until it is too late. Taking your time and driving slowly,

even if it is not actively snowing during the cold weather
months, will assist you in being able to achieve greater
reaction time and overall control of your vehicle.
To make safety your first priority this winter season,
make sure that your vehicle is packed with the necessary
emergency supplies. Snow shovels, ice scrapers, jumper
cables, blankets, phone chargers, sand/litter, necessary
medicines, food, and water will all prove helpful should you
be traveling in snowy weather, taking long trips, or simply get
stuck on the roadway due to a crash for an extended period
of time. If your vehicle becomes disabled during your travels,
these items may also be vital supplies to have on hand.
Never drink and drive, and remind others to do the same.
Make sure your own driving is controlled, but be mindful of
other drivers who may be impatient, thoughtless, or who make
sudden moves without warning.
Make sure your own driving is controlled, but be mindful of
other drivers who may be impatient, thoughtless, or who make
sudden moves without warning.
Winter can be a beautiful and joyous time of the year in
Pennsylvania, but staying within your driving limits and always
being prepared will allow you to enjoy this time of year even more.

Snow and Ice Emergency To-Do List
eC
 lear Your Sidewalk – Each property owner is responsible
to clear at least a two-foot wide path within 24 hours after a
storm. If snow is more than 12 inches, 48 hours is okay.

eC
 heck Your Mailbox Post – A well maintained mailbox at
a safe location will minimize the possibility of damage by
plowed snow.

e Remove Your Vehicle From the Street – Snow plows can operate
more efficiently if the roads are cleared of parked vehicles.

eC
 lear Ice and Snow from Vehicle Roofs and Windows –
Safety first and also a Vehicle Code Requirement.

eD
 o Not Shovel Snow Into the Street – This just creates more
work and requires multiple plowing of the same street.

eM
 inimize Travel During Snow Emergencies – Better safe
than sorry. Stay at home and enjoy the winter views.

“If it is important to you, it is important to us.”
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PA DEP Approves Wood Chipper Grant

T

he Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
recently approved a $32,000 grant for the purchase of a wood
chipper for use in the Township’s recycling program. The total cost
of the wood chipper came in at $35,500, with a required Township
cost of just $3,500.
The purchase of the wood chipper has allowed the continuation
of the Township’s yard/leaf waste drop off recycling program at the
John Miller and Son location at Geryville Pike with a required “chip
and cook” procedure as required in light of the ongoing spotted
lanternfly infestation.
Before the arrival of the spotted lanternfly quarantine, collected
yard waste was disposed at a mulching facility located in the
Schwenksville area. The quarantine required the Township adopt
a procedure where wood waste would be chipped and maintained

in a mulch pile that effectively
eliminates spotted lanternfly eggs.
After treatment with the “chip and
cook” program, the wood chips
can be used for mulching or on local walking trails.
The availability of the wood chipper presents a cost effective
means of continuing to comply with state-mandated recycling
requirements while also working to maintain the quarantine
established by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. Thanks
to a thorough grant application prepared by the Township staff
and the support of DEP, the Township obtained this useful piece
of equipment and is able to continue moving forward with the
Township’s recycling program.

Yard/Leaf Waste Recycling

T

he John Miller and Son, Inc. recycling facility (2542 Geryville
Pike) is the designated Upper Hanover Township Yard/Leaf
Waste drop-off site and is free of charge for all Upper Hanover
Township residents.
Leaf waste must be delivered in biodegradable bags separated from
all other garden residue, shrubbery, and tree trimmings. Please check
all wood waste for the presence of spotted lanternfly eggs and remove
the eggs per approved procedures before delivering wood waste to the
drop-off site (see related article).
When: Second Saturday of Each Month, 8 a.m. to noon
Where: John Miller & Son, Inc., 2542 Geryville Pike, Pennsburg,
PA 18073
Directions: Heading North on Route 663 turn right at Geryville
Pike. Continue 2.5 miles on Geryville Pike past the intersection
with James Road and past the entrance to The Loft at Sweetwater
Country Club. Cross the small bridge and the John Miller and Son,
Inc. facility is located approximately 50 yards further on the right
hand side.
What: Yard/Leaf Waste includes leaves, garden residue, shrubbery,
and tree trimmings no larger than four (4) inches in diameter.
Who: Free of charge for all Upper Hanover Township residents.
Yard waste from non-residents, landscapers or other private haulers
or businesses will not be accepted.

Why: The burning of leaf waste and yard waste, and/or any item,
substance or material designated as a Recyclable Material under the
Code of the Township of Upper Hanover, Chapter 409, Solid Waste,
as amended, is prohibited.
More Info:
• No grass clippings will be accepted.
• Leaves must be contained in biodegradable bags provided by
the resident. The Township will not sell or provide leaf/yard
waste bags.
• Tree trunks greater than four (4) inches in diameter and all tree
stumps will not be accepted.
• Twigs and branches should be placed in biodegradable bags and
or tied with biodegradable twine in packages no greater than
six (6) feet in length.
• No duct tape or binding other than biodegradable twine is
allowed.
• Mud and dirt should be cleared from all twigs and branches.
• Materials prohibited from being dropped off at the site are sod,
soil, stones. demolition materials, stumps, logs (greater than
four inches in diameter), trash or treated lumber.

John Miller and Son, Inc. also accepts cardboard,
paperboard, office paper and most metals free of charge.

Commercial Recycling Adds to Totals

T

he excellent support Township residents have provided
through their participation in the state-mandated Upper
Hanover Township recycling program has been great to see.
Another major contributor to the overall success of our growing
recycling program are the commercial, municipal and institutional
properties. These entities are also mandated by state law, The
Municipal Waste, Planning, Recycling and Waste Reduction Act
(Act 101) of 1988, to implement recycling programs.
At a minimum, all commercial, municipal and institutional
properties must separate high-grade office paper, aluminum,
corrugated paper and leaf waste. Most of the major commercial
establishments in Upper Hanover Township, such as Knoll
and Walmart for example, have maintained extensive and
sophisticated recycling programs for years and go far beyond
recycling just the basic materials.
Added to that is the growing participation of numerous, smaller
local businesses. While the recycling programs are required by
law with significant enforcement provisions for non-compliance,
local businesses recognize that recycling makes sense from both

a practical and financial perspective.
The Township is required to submit annual written reports
detailing the number of tons and types of materials recycled to
both Montgomery County and PA Department of Environmental
Protection. The total tonnage reported helps to bring in recycling
performance grant funding from the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection. The budgeted receipt in 2017 as a
result of our successful recycling program is $27,000.
Upper Hanover Township urges all commercial, municipal
and institutional properties to fully comply with the recycling
requirements. Not sure where you work or the stores you
frequent are doing enough about recycling? Well, tell them about
it and try to make a positive difference by implementing new
recycling programs and augmenting existing recycling programs.
If the residents and the commercial, municipal and institutional
entities work together, we can make great things happen.
RECYCLING IS THE ENVIRONMENTALLY
RESPONSIBLE THING TO DO
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Update on the Spotted Lanternfly

A

s you may know, Upper Hanover Township is
among dozens of area municipalities that have
been included in a general quarantine related to
the presence of the spotted lanternfly, a colorful,
one-inch, invasive insect that has made its way
from Asia, bringing with it some strict regulations
by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture because of its
destructive nature.
A lover of grapes, apples, pine trees and stone fruits, experts
say the spotted lanternfly could spell trouble for Pennsylvania’s
agricultural industries. Orchards, vineyards, and ornamental
plant growers are at particular risk.
The general quarantine restricts movement of any material
or object that can spread the pest, including firewood or wood
products, brush or yard waste, remodeling or construction
materials and waste, packing material such as boxes, grapevines
for decorative purposes or as nursery stock, and any outdoor
household articles like lawnmowers, grills, tarps and any other
equipment, trucks or vehicles not stored indoors.
“This is not an effort we have undertaken on our own,” said
Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. “I want to thank the
multiple community partners for their efforts to help us. It is
through that network that we can continue our work to isolate
and eliminate this invasive species.”
Businesses in the general quarantine area need to obtain a
Certificate of Limited Permit from the department to move
articles. Criminal and civil penalties of up to $20,000 and prison

The General Quarantine covers:
• Berks County: Alsace, Amity, Centre, Colebrookdale,
Douglass, District, Douglass, Earl, Exeter, Hereford,
Longswamp, Maiden Creek Maxatawny, Oley, Pike,
Richmond, Robeson, Rockland, Ruscombmanor, Union
and Washington townships, and the boroughs of
Bally, Bechtelsville, Birdsboro, Boyertown, Centreport,
Fleetwood, Kutztown, Lyons, St. Lawrence and Topton.
• Bucks County: Milford and Richland townships and
Richlandtown, Quakertown and Trumbauersville boroughs.
•C
 hesterCounty:EastVincent,EastCoventry,NorthCoventry
and South Coventry townships and Spring City Borough.

time can be imposed for violations by businesses or
individuals.
Adults often cluster in groups and lay egg masses
containing 30-50 eggs that adhere to flat surfaces
including tree bark, outdoor furniture, equipment,
stone and block, as well as the outsides and undersides of
vehicles.
Freshly laid egg masses have a grey waxy mud-like coating,
while hatched eggs appear as brownish seed-like deposits in
four to seven columns about an inch long. Trees attacked by the
Spotted Lanternfly will show a grey or black trail of sap down
the trunk.
Once the eggs are laid, they’re covered with a gray, putty-like
paste that will protect them through the winter until larvae begin
hatching in May. The adults, meanwhile, die off with the cold.
If you see eggs on trees or other smooth outdoor surfaces,
scrape them off, double bag them and throw them in the garbage,
or place the eggs in alcohol or hand sanitizer to kill them. There
is no need to report the insect.
Residents can help with this eradication effort. Visit www.
agriculture.pa.gov to access the “Spotted Lanternfly Quarantine
Checklist” or contact a local municipality or extension office.
The checklist provides guidelines for inspecting vehicles and
other items stored outdoors each time they are moved out of the
quarantine area.
For more information about the Spotted Lanternfly, visit www.
agriculture.pa.gov and search “lanternfly.”
• Lehigh County: Upper Saucon, Lower Macungie,
Upper Macungie, Upper Milford, Lower Milford,
Whitehall, and South Whitehall townships; the
boroughs of Alburtis, Emmaus and Macungie;
and the cities of Allentown and Bethlehem.
• Montgomery County: Douglass, Marlborough, New
Hanover, Upper Hanover, Upper Providence, Upper
Pottsgrove, Upper Salford, Upper Frederick, Limerick,
Lower Frederick, Lower Pottsgrove and West Pottsgrove
townships, and the boroughs of East Greenville,
Pennsburg, Pottstown, Red Hill and Royersford.
•N
 orthampton County: Bethlehem City.

Service Award

M

arcia Roshon received a 30-Year Service Recognition Award for
her work with the Township Maintenance Department.

From left, Township Supervisors Rich Fain and
Steve Rothenberger, Marcia and Corky, and
Township Supervisors Gene Fried, Dottie Diehl
and Ben Fiorito
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Veterans Day Ceremony

T

Bronze military service seals were added to
the Veteran’s Monument at Camelot Park.

he Joint Veterans Council of the Upper Perkiomen Valley held the November 11,
2016 Veterans Day Ceremony at Camelot Park. Board of Supervisors Chairman Gene
Fried officiated. Senator Bob Mensch introduced the assembled guests. The invocation
and benediction were presented by Pastor Cydney VanDyke of the New Goshenhoppen
United Church of Christ. Keith Gerhart sang the National Anthem and God Bless
America. The Joint Veterans Council color guard retired the colors, fired a volley salute
and played taps to conclude the ceremony.
The featured Guest Speaker was Colonel Beverly Plosa-Bowser, retired in 2010 after 30
years of service in the Air Force and Air Force Reserve. Colonel Plosa-Boswer entered the
Air Force in 1980, graduating from the United States Air Force Academy in the first class
to include women. Self-employed in real estate investment and management through
BECA Properties, Inc., Beverly and her husband Colonel (retired) Cameron Bowser have
five adult children and four grandchildren and are residents of Upper Hanover Township.

Part of the assembled crowd at the November 11, 2016
Veterans Day Ceremony at Camelot Park.

Air Force Colonel Beverly Plosa-Bowser, retired,
served as the featured guest speaker with Board
of Supervisor Chairman Gene Fried officiating.

Paying High Credit Card Rates?
Need to Consolidate Your Debts?
Want ONE payment per month?
APPLY FOR A HOME EQUITY LOAN at

Fixed Rate Loans up to 20 years or Home Equity Lines of Credit
Applicants must meet Bally Savings Bank criteria. Loans to owner-occupied single family residential
properties, with an 80% maximum loan-to-value for all debt. Property insurance and flood insurance
(when applicable) is required. Other loan products and terms available. Minimum loan amount is $10,000.
Subject to application fee and closing costs when applicable. Member FDIC.

Perkiomenville Quarry
215-234-4522
Perkiomenville Asphalt
215-234-9231
1128 Crusher Road
Perkiomenville, PA 18074
www.highwaymaterials.com
Serving Upper Montgomery
County’s Aggregate & Asphalt
needs since 1902

The Only On-Site Crematory

Carl F. Slonaker, Jr., F.D., Supervisor
222 Washington St.
215-679-9589
East Greenville, PA 18041
Funeral & Cremation Services
www.mannslonakerfuneralhome.com
Pre-Need Payment Plans

In The Upper Perkimen Valley
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275th Anni
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BRIDGES - DETOUR - BRIDGES - DETOUR

B

y the time you are reading this Newsletter article, work will be well underway on the start of two extremely important bridge
projects in Upper Hanover Township. Both bridges are located on busy PA Route 663 (Layfield Road) and both projects require
the implementation of a complete road closure in both directions. PennDOT is the owner of PA Route 663 and the two bridges and
will be overseeing these two construction projects.

PA Route 663 Bridge Over the Perkiomen Creek and the Green
Lane Reservoir – Loftus Construction, Inc. started work on this
bridge replacement on November 14, 2016. Originally scheduled for
a spring 2017 start date, concern about whether the existing bridge
could make it through the winter months prompted PennDOT to
move up the schedule and proactively get an early start on the project.
The rehabilitation work is expected to take place through August
2017. The bridge will be completely closed to all traffic throughout
the construction term. A copy of the official PennDOT detour is
included in this Newsletter.
The original bridge was built in 1956. The existing piers and
abutments will stay in place. A completely new deck superstructure
with new steel beams will be added to the bridge. The bridge will
consist of a five-span, continuous rolled I-beam design measuring
186 feet long and 28 feet wide.
PA Route 663 Bridge over the West Branch of the Perkiomen
Creek – This is the bridge located south of the Route 663/Knights
Road/Kutztown Road intersection. Construction is planned to
commence in April 2017. The 10-week (75 days) construction term
will work toward an early July 2017 completion date. The same
detour in place for the other bridge on PA Route 663 will also apply
to this project, with a full closure to all traffic for the term of the
project.
The replacement bridge will consist of a 78 foot-long, single-span
integral abutment. The curb-to-curb width of the new bridge will
total 40 feet, which will include two 12-foot lanes and two 8-foot
shoulders. Part of the PennDOT Rapid Bridge Replacement Project,
Plenary Walsh Keystone Partners is the contractor in charge of the
project.
Knight Road Bridge – It is expected that construction on this
Montgomery County-owned bridge will be completed by the end
of November or early December. The existing 83-foot bridge was
replaced with a single-span, multi-girder bridge with a span length of
148 feet.
Fruitville Road Bridge – The current construction schedule for
replacement of this currently closed Montgomery County-owned
bridge is in the year 2019. Currently, the bridge is under going a
required Historic Bridge Rehabilitation Analysis that should be
completed by the end of 2017. Design could then begin in 2018,
including all engineering, utility coordination and right-of-way
acquisition.
The bridge project will be funded 80 percent through the federal
government, 15 percent through the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
and 5 percent through Montgomery County. Upper Hanover
Township will accept ownership of the new bridge upon completion,
with shared maintenance between Montgomery County and Upper
Hanover Township for the next 25 years
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Relay For Life of Upper Perkiomen is Coming Back to Camelot Park

O

n June 2, 2017, the American Cancer Society will be holding its annual Relay For Life
of Upper Perkiomen. Since 1985, Relay For Life has grown from one man – Dr. Gordy
Klatt, who walked, jogged and ran around a track for 24 hours raising money for his local
American Cancer Society unit – to a movement to eliminate cancer that now takes place
in more than 5,100 communities in the United States and in 20 other countries around
the world.
Nearly 4 million people participate in the life-changing event, which has raised a total of
more than $4 billion to fund the American Cancer Society’s mission.
Everyone in Upper Perkiomen Valley who has been touched by cancer is invited to
attend this year’s event. This team event builds friendship among team members by having
fun and raising money for the fight against cancer.
The event consists of teams who will spend 20 hours together in efforts to raise money
and fight cancer. Each team has at least one member walking or running the track during
the entire event.
Relay For Life is about celebrating, remembering and fighting back. The ACS celebrates
cancer survivors by inviting all local cancer survivors to start each Relay event. The
Survivors Lap honors those who have won their fight against cancer and those who are
currently undergoing treatment.
The Society fights back by raising money for research, education, local patient services,
and advocacy. The event is also filled with music, live entertainment, games, food and
other activities.
This year, the Relay For Life of Upper Perkiomen will be an overnight event. The event
will start at 6 p.m. on Friday and go until 2 p.m. on Saturday. Create a team, set up your
tent and walk through the night with us to fight cancer.
We hope to raise $110,000 from this year’s event. To reach our goal, we need your
support!
By forming a team from your company, church, school, neighborhood, etc., you will not
only be part of a great community event, but you will raise funds to improve the quality of
life for cancer patients today and the outlook for those diagnosed in the future.
If you are interested in learning more about this important event, please call Jennifer Van
Ingen at 610-350-7060.

Event Info
Date: June 2 – 3, 2017 • Time: 6 p.m. – 2 p.m. • Where: Camelot Park

Township Taxes at Same Rate 12 Years Running

T

he Upper Hanover Township Board of Supervisors is
pleased to announce the 2017 Township Budget was
adopted with property taxes remaining at the same level
for the 12th consecutive year.
The 1.45 total real estate millage tax rate in effect in
2017 will consist of .8 mills for general purposes, .2
mills for highway improvements, .2 mills for open space,
.2 mills for fire protection, and .05 mills for ambulance service.
No new taxes are proposed. All other taxes, including the
Earned Income Tax and Occupational Privilege /Local Services
Tax will remain at the same rate as in 2016.

Super Duty Truck
The Township
added a new Ford
F550 Super Duty
to the Township’s
fleet to help out
this winter with
snow
plowing
activities.

The Township Budget consists of seven separate
operating funds. The $2.9 million General Fund is the
primary operating fund for general municipal purposes,
including Administration, Tax Collection, Public Works,
Engineering, Legal, Code Enforcement, and Planning
and Zoning.
Revenue sources include the property tax, Act 511
taxes, fees, grants, and shared state intergovernmental revenue.
The other six operating funds are the Road Improvement Fund,
Open Space Fund, Parks and Recreation Fund, Capital Reserve
Fund, State Aid Fund, and Escrow Fund.

Mill Hill Trails Project
Eagle Scout candidates Ben Kaminski, of Boy Scout
Troop 591, and Cole Sacco, of Boy Scout Troop 79,
are working on projects to upgrade and improve
trails located at the Mill Hill Preservation area. The
projects will entail clearing, marking and color coding
trails. The trails will extend to the highest point in
Montgomery County at 715 feet above sea level where
a small monument will be placed to mark the location.
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History of The Upper Perkiomen Valley Library

I

n any community, a library is both a repository and source of
local history. For the Upper Perkiomen Valley Library, it took a
few attempts to get things started.
The idea began with some parents at a Marlborough/Green Lane
PTA meeting in the spring of 1967. The first attempt to get any
public funding was voted down by a ballot question in November
1969. After funding was eventually secured, the library opened in
early December, 1970. It was located at 518 Main Street, under
librarian Nan Engle.
An affiliation with the long-established Montgomery County
Norristown Public Library put a wealth of resources at Upper Perk’s
disposal, including county-wide service, Bookmobile programs,
and funding.
After gaining further support from several municipalities and
community members, the library moved to 359 Main Street in 1977.
Residents still tell stories of an army of volunteers transporting the
collection down Main Street in little red wagons.
In 1990, the municipalities gave an increased donation to begin
renovations to the current building. Located at 350 Main Street in
Red Hill, the structure itself has a history closely tied to the Valley’s
economy, having been a cigar and later a dress factory.
A Dedication Breakfast was held to celebrate the relocation,
which became official in 1991 due to the efforts of dedicated
volunteers. The First Annual Wine Tasting took place later that
year demonstrating the generous support of people in the Valley
that continues to this day.
In 1994, UPVL was given full branch status with Montgomery
County-Norristown Public Library funding 55 percent of the
payroll. The first full-time director was hired to act as branch
librarian and maintain the connections with the main branch and
wider community.
In the same year, the very first library automation system became
operational. The 25th Anniversary Celebration was held in 1995,
with Christmas cards by Julie Longacre being commissioned for
the occasion.
The library began offering four computers for public use in
1996, and in 2006 the first portable computer lab opened thanks to

A Special Thank You
to Our
Business Sponsors

T

his publication is produced at no
cost to Upper Hanover Township
residents thanks to the generous
sponsorship of the businesses listed
throughout the newsletter.
The
Township recognized these businesses
as community supporters and
encourages residents to also suggest
these local businesses with their
patronage.

funding by Senator Robert Wonderling. Beginner computer classes,
along with six more computers, became available to the public.
In 2007, the library began wireless Internet access for patron
use, and in 2010 the current website was created. That led to
Facebook and Twitter accounts, ebooks, and downloadable audio
checkouts.
Excellent children’s programs have always been a staple of
UPVL. In 2005, it received the “Best Practices Award” from Senator
Wonderling for their program “Reading Goes to the Dogs,” which
pairs children with a trained therapy dog to practice reading skills.
This program is now seen across the county.
A special class for children entering kindergarten, “Just For Me”,
started in 2006 and is still popular today.
Early literacy and school readiness remains a key mission of the
library. An all-in-one learning computer for children was purchased
by the Friends of the Library in 2009, and the Rainbow Discovery
Room was opened in 2012 thanks to donations from Univest
and Target. The room is a hit with children and parents, full of
educational and entertaining activities and games.
The library has only improved over the last 40 years, with
upgrades to the building, resources, and programs. It has gone
from a circulation of 1,100 items in 1970 to almost 80,000 items
in 2015. It houses many yearbooks from Upper Perkiomen Valley
High School as well as history books on Montgomery County and
the Pennsylvania Dutch.
Patrons now have access to materials from around the country,
digital resources, computers, exciting and useful
programs, and many children’s activities. The
Annual Wine Tasting has become the library’s
biggest fundraiser of the year and a highly
anticipated community event.
The original mission of those dedicated
parents is still met today at the Upper Perkiomen
Valley Library. Providing a place for all to be
informed, educated, and entertained has made
it a significant and storied institution of the
community.
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UPPER HANOVER TOWNSHIP
CELEBRATING 275 YEARS OF HISTORY – 1741 - 2016
HISTORY BOOK ORDER FORM
SHIPPING ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________
CITY_______________________________________________ STATE_________________ ZIP___________
PHONE___________________________________ EMAIL_________________________________________
Quantity

Cost Each
Paperback

$25.00

Limited Edition Hard Cover

$35.00
Subtotal:

Shipping (if applies) $10.00 per book:
Grand Total:
____________

I will pick up this order at the Township Building.

____________

Please ship this order to me.

Payment by Cash or Check Only:

Cash Amount

Check Amount

____________

___________

Please make checks payable to “Upper Hanover Township”
Mail Order Form to:
Upper Hanover Township
1704 Pillsbury Road, P.O. Box 27
East Greenville, PA 18041

Total Cost

!

NAME____________________________________________________________________________________
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SERVICING BERKS, MONTGOMERY AND BUCKS COUNTIES
• Commercial • Residential • Construction & Demolition
• Recycling • Landfills • Roll-Offs

GIVE US A CALL – LET’S TALK TRASH!
(610) 440-3700
2955 Felton Road • Norristown, PA 19401
NorristownPA@AdvancedDisposal.com • AdvancedDisposal.com •

The Loft at Sweet Water Country
Club is the area’s premier wedding
and banquet facility. We offer brand
new indoor and outdoor setting with
spectacular views situated
on a magnificent golf course.
2554 Geryville Pike
Pennsburg PA 18073
ph: 215.679.8111 | fx: 215.541.1893
info@golfsweetwater.com

Wedding specialists will work
with you to make sure your
desires are met with old fashion
hospitality, elegant cuisine and
outstanding service

THELOFTATSWEETWATERCOUNTRYCLUB.COM

1697 Swamp Pike
Gilbertsville, PA 19525
610-367-6464
800-525-6464
www.wefixwater.com

Upper Hanover Township
P.O. Box 27
East Greenville, PA 18041
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STEPHEN REDDING
Arborist

Pizza Y Pasta Y Steaks Y Hoagies Y Salads Y Desserts

www.happytreeltd.com
FULLY INSURED • REASONABLE RATES

215-257-7650

BYOB
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

126 Reller Road • Green Lane, PA 18054

Tree Service, Landscaping, Plant Health Care
Quality work and integrity in our business
dealings are the hallmarks of Happy Tree.
O P
 rofessional arborist services for all large trees including
pruning, shaping, deadwood removal, cabling, bracing, cavity
work, storm damage repair, hazard evaluation, and tree removal.

Y at first Bite

Wi-Fi and Pick
Up Window at
Sellersville and
Green Lane

215-234-9222
Green Lane • Rt. 29 • Pick Up Window
Skippack Sellersville Pennsburg
Rt. 73 & 113

218 S Main St. 337 Main St.

610-584-4451 215-257-5555 215-679-6000
Pick Up Window

O C
 omplete landscaping services from design through installation
and maintenance. Design services from our own in-house
Registered Landscape Architect. We grow our own trees and
shrubs to ensure top quality, hardy installations.

www.ChiarosPizza.com Sun.-Thurs.
Sun.-Thurs. 11am-10pm
11am-10pm •• Fri.
Fri. &
& Sat.
Sat. 11am-11pm
11am-11pm

O Cutting-edge plant health care treatments, including nutritional
support, feeding, pest control, and treatment of disease.

Large Plain Pizza & 40 Wings

“SATISFACTION THAT GROWS!”

3495

$

Limit 1. With this coupon only.
Not valid with any other offer. Please present
this coupon when ordering.
Expires 7/31/17.

10% OFF
Any Order Over $10.00

Limit 1. With this coupon only.
Not valid with any other offer. Please present
this coupon when ordering.
Expires 7/31/17.

