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SUMMER 2022 NEWSLETTER

NEW SUPERVISOR ON BOARD

Stefan Laessig reviews land development plan with fellow board members

Longtime Supervisor Gene Fried retired from the Board of Supervisors in December of 2021. 
Newly elected Supervisor Stefan Laessig was sworn in and took his seat on the Board in January 
of 2022. Township Manager Anne Klepfer recently sat down with Stefan and asked him what he 
would like residents to know about him.

Anne:  Stefan, what would you like to say by way of introduction?

Stefan: Hello. My name is Stefan Laessig. I am the newest member of the Upper Hanover Board 
of Supervisors. I have lived in Upper Hanover township for the last 37 years and in the 
Upper Perkiomen valley for the last 56 years. I am retired and volunteer with Score (we 
help very small companies and folks looking to start a business) and the Marlborough 
Area Preservation Society (we are restoring a Mill on the Unami creek).

Anne:  Tell me something about yourself that is unique to you and your experience living in the 
Upper Perkiomen Valley.

Stefan:  I was born in Munich Germany and my parents settled in the Upper Perkiomen Valley 
partially due to its Pennsylvania Dutch (Pennsylvania German) Heritage.

Anne:  How did you get involved with Upper Hanover Township and why did you want to 
become a Township Supervisor?

Stefan:  I have been serving on the Upper Hanover Planning Commission for the last 10 years 
and through that position and attending many Board of Supervisor meetings I have had 
the privilege of becoming familiar with the Township workings and its officials. I see 
us as a well-run township with officials dedicated to the benefit of the township and 
its citizens. My motivation for becoming a Township Supervisor is to help continue the 
current excellent stewardship of our township.

Anne:  What challenges lie ahead and what are you looking forward to?

Stefan:  As the newest member I can say there is a lot to learn! I am looking forward to the 
learning experience and hope to serve our community well. I am also looking forward to 
working with the Upper Hanover Parks and Recreation Committee as the liaison to the 
Board of Supervisors.



of service 
20 years Celebrating 

to our Community 

We would not be here today without our dedicated 
staff and community of loved ones we serve. 

We are forever grateful for the opportunity to take 
care of your family. Thank you!

Our Services 

Home Health Aides  •  Live-In Caregivers  •  Respite Care 
Phillips Lifeline  & Medic Alert Systems  •  Geriatric Care Managers 

Long Term Planning  •  Parkinson’s and Dementia Programs  
Support Groups for Caregivers and Loved Ones

For more information on our services, please visit our website or give 
us a call.  We would love to care for your loved one!

All staff are bonded and insured  •  Services available 24/7

www.family-caregivers.com     215 • 541 • 9030

Taylor Fluharty-Braxton, F.D., Supv.
222 Washington Street • East Greenville, PA 18041

Fax 215-679-9024 • Email msfh@enter.net
www.mannslonakerfuneralhome.com

FUNERAL HOME
215-679-9589

Where Quality Is More Than A Word, It's A Tradition.

LTL Consultants, Ltd.
E N G I N E E R S  &  C O D E  O F F I C I A L S

ONE TOWN CENTRE DR
OLEY, PA

1-888-987-8886
        Proudly serving Upper Hanover Township as

Township Engineer           Building Inspector
Zoning Officer 
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TOWNSHIP CONTACT INFORMATION
Office Hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

1704 Pillsbury Road, PO Box 27, East Greenville, PA 18041
Phone: 215-679-4401 • Fax: 215-679-3585 • www.upperhanovertownship.org

Township Manager E-mail: aklepfer@upperhanovertownship.org      Road Foreman E-mail: jbenfield@upperhanovertownship.org
For Police, Fire and Medical Emergencies: Dial 911

Board of Supervisors
Steven R. Rothenberger, Chairman
Ben R. Fiorito, Vice Chairman and Assistant 
Treasurer
Dorothy J. Diehl, Assistant Secretary
Timothy W Woodward
Stefan Laessig

Staff
Township Manager: Anne W. Klepfer
Road Foreman: Jayme Benfield

MEETING SCHEDULE

A Reminder...
The Township Building will be closed on the 
following holidays:
 July 4 – Independence Day
 September 5 – Labor Day
   

Board of Supervisors
Regular Meeting: Second Tuesday

of each month at 7:00 p.m.
Planning Commission

Regular Meeting: First Monday of
each month at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Industrial Development Authority 
Second Monday of the last month  

of each quarter at 7:00 p.m.
Zoning Hearing Board 

Third Wednesday of each month, 
as required, at 7:00 p.m.

Parks and Recreation Committee 
Fourth Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Historical Committee 
Third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

Upper Hanover Authority 
First Thursday of each month at 6:00 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public and are held at: Upper Hanover Township Municipal 
Building, 1704 Pillsbury Road, East Greenville, PA.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Dear Friends, 

I am reminded daily of how beautiful Upper Hanover Township is and what great people live here. 
It’s more important than ever that we celebrate the spirit of teamwork and the “can do” spirit that makes 
this country and our local community great. These values are on display in Upper Hanover Township. 
I invite you to look for these values in the articles included in this issue of our newsletter. For example, 
Tom Latshaw, our 45-year veteran employee, embodies these values and took great care in maintaining 
20.2 square miles of area and 58 miles of roadway; and, Stefan Laessig, our newly elected Supervisor, talks 
about dedication to excellence in his interview. Our volunteers and boy scouts also put these values to 
work in our community and deserve all the recognition, support and gratitude we can express. 

I want to welcome Jayme Benfield to Upper Hanover. Jayme is taking over the leadership of our Road 
Department and will be the new Road Department Supervisor. He brings to Upper Hanover a wealth of 
municipal experience and technical knowledge and skill. We feel fortunate to have him joining our team. 
I also want to thank Tom Latshaw who laid the foundation for the capital improvement programs we have in place and for his remarkable 
job of “getting it done” without making it too complicated.

I also want to encourage you to sign up for our e-newsletter if you haven’t already. The electronic newsletter is the best way to stay 
informed about meeting agenda items, community events and similar helpful information. To sign up, simply text “UPPER HANOVER” 
TO 22828 and then enter your email address; or email us at info@upperhanovertownship.org and request to be added to the mailing list.

On behalf of the Board of Supervisors and the entire Township family, I wish everyone a fun, safe and happy summer season.

Steven R. Rothenberger
 Steven R. Rothenberger, Chairman 
Upper Hanover Township Board of Supervisors
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2022 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESS SPONSORS
This publication is produced at no cost to Upper Hanover Township residents thanks to the generous 

sponsorship of the businesses listed throughout the newsletter. The Township recognizes these 
businesses as community supporters and encourages residents to also support these local businesses 
with their patronage.

The Board of Supervisors recognizes employees and volunteers for their service to the Upper Hanover Township Community. So far in 
2022 the Board has recognized 15 individuals for their service and dedication to Upper Hanover Township:

Five Year Service Recognition Awards
1. Ben Fiorito – The Upper Hanover Authority
2. Melanie Miller – Upper Hanover Township Parks & Recreation Committee
3. Marlene Bieler – Upper Hanover Township Parks & Recreation Committee
4. Thomas Henry – Upper Hanover Township Historical Committee
5. William Brant – Upper Hanover Township Road Department

Ten Year Service Recognition Awards
1. Dorothy J. Diehl – Upper Hanover Township Board of Supervisors
2. Steven R. Rothenberger – Upper Hanover Township Board of Supervisors
3. Rebekah S. Putera – Upper Perkiomen Valley Library Representative
4. Bill Fenley – Upper Hanover Township Parks & Recreation Committee
5. Stefan Laessig – Upper Hanover Township Planning Commission

Fifteen Year Service Recognition Awards
1. Larry Roeder – Upper Hanover Township Historical Committee
2. Greg Albanese – Upper Hanover Township Historical Committee
3. Robert Borneman – Upper Hanover Township Historical Committee
4. Catherine Hummel Fried – Upper Hanover Township Parks & Recreation Committee
5. William Kalb – Upper Hanover Township Planning Commission

Welcome!
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Welcome!
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ROAD DEPARTMENT – RETIREMENT ANNOUNCEMENT
Tom Latshaw is a modest man who does not want to draw attention to himself. However, we can’t let him retire after 45 years of 

employment through heatwaves, blizzards and 
floods without saying “thank you Tom, for a job 
well done” and best wishes to you in retirement. 
Tom grew up in Upper Hanover Township, 
farmed land here and knows the township like 
the back of his own hand. His local knowledge 
was invaluable to the township and will be hard 
to replace. Board of Supervisors Chairman 
Steven Rothenberger remarked “Upper Hanover 
Township’s roads are among the best maintained 
roads in the region and are known for being the 
safest in winter conditions; most of the credit for 
this reputation belongs to Tom Latshaw. We’re 
going to miss him.” Tom retired on May 28, 2022, 
after 45 years of loyal service to the township.

TOM LATSHAWTOM LATSHAW

You will be missed!
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DOWNED WIRES:  
KNOWING WHAT TO DO CAN BE A LIFESAVER

The PP&L grid is more storm-resistant than ever, but lines still occasionally come down. Stronger poles and wires and more 
comprehensive tree clearing are making the power grid more resistant than ever to storms, but lines occasionally come down when the 
weather turns nasty. Wires also can fall when poles are hit in traffic accidents.

The first thing to do about any downed power line is to stay away from that wire and anything touching it. According to the Electrical 
Safety Foundation International, the ground around power lines may be energized up to 35 feet away. That’s more than 10 yards on a 
football field.

You can’t tell if a wire is live, or energized, just by looking at it. Assume all downed lines are live, no matter how they appear. Receiving 
an electrical shock can be deadly.

Some other downed wire safety tips from ESFi include:

• Don’t try to move a downed power line or anything else in contact with it by using another object such as a broom or stick. Non-
conductive materials like wood or cloth can conduct electricity if even slightly wet.

• Be careful not to touch or step in water near a downed power line.

• Do not drive over downed power lines.

• If your car comes in contact with a downed power line while you are inside, stay in the car. Honk your horn to summon help, 
but direct others to stay away from your car. If you must leave your car because it’s on fire, jump out of the vehicle with both feet 
together and avoid contact with both the car and the ground at the same time. Shuffle away from the car.You will be missed!
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2022 ROAD & BRIDGE PROJECTS
Every year the Township Road & Bridges Committee reviews the capital plans and reviews current road and bridge conditions 

with the Road Department Supervisor to finalize the current fiscal year project list. Road Maintenance in prior years was either a 
double asphalt seal coat oil & chip method or a paved overlay utilizing PennDot-approved Superpave asphalt mixes. After touring 
roadways in other Montgomery County communities, the Highway Committee recommended that, in addition to the usual 
methods of road maintenance, the Board approve a contract for two new maintenance methods to see if they are more suitable 
and economical for local conditions.

Cape Seal [New Method]: Oakwood Dr., Creekview Dr., Macoby Creek Way, 10th Street, Runaway Dr., Longview Ct.

Phase I is to install a Chip Seal which is an application of soft asphalt emulsion application follow by ½" aggregate which will 
seal the road surface and fine cracks. Do not be alarmed, any loose stone will be minimal and will be swept with a vacuum 
street sweeper within two weeks following the application.

Phase II will be to install a Slurry Seal which is a mixture of asphalt emulsion and fine aggregate spread on the surface which 
will lock down the chip seal and provide as the final wearing surface.

Ultra-thin Bonded Wearing Course [New Method]: East Buck Road

UBWC is a high-performance ultra-thin overlay that seals the existing road surface and provides a new, 
skid-resistant, smooth and thin (5/8” to 3/4”) hot mix asphalt (HMA) wearing course in one simultaneous 
operation. This treatment is used to correct surface distresses, such as raveling or cracking, to restore a smooth surface.

Traditional Oil & Chip [Double Asphalt Seal Coat]: Schwoyer Rd, Markley Rd, Old School Rd., Miller Rd.

Chip Sealing uses the same basic ingredients as asphalt paving, but the construction method is different. With chip seals, a 
thin film of heated asphalt liquid is sprayed on the road surface, followed by the placement of small aggregates ("chips"). The 
chips are then rolled to orient the chips for maximum adherence to the asphalt, and excess stone is swept from the surface.

Bridge & Culvert Work Scheduled Bridge work for 2022 includes the replacement of the Ott’s Road Bridge, and Replacement of 
the Graber Road Culvert. Additional drainage work on lesser size culverts and ditches is also scheduled. If you have a question 
about a specific culvert or bridge, please contact Anne Klepfer at aklepfer@upperhanovertownship.org.

FRUITVILLE ROAD BRIDGE
Many of you are probably wondering when the Fruitville Road Bridge is going to be replaced and why it’s taking so long. Newly 

appointed Township Manager Anne W. Klepfer was wondering about that also, so she investigated it and she and the Supervisors' Road 
Committee met with officials from the County’s Roads and Bridges Department.

The bridge, we discovered, is on the Transportation Improvement Plan or “TIP”. The “TIP” funds projects with funding coming 
from federal, state and local (county) sources. Because federal dollars are involved, a very structured and strict procedure is in place for 
evaluating, choosing, designing and constructing bridge replacements. The bridge, it turns out, is unique in length and construction and 
the Rehabilitation Feasibility Analysis Phase took longer than anticipated but was completed with the consulting parties agreeing that 
the bridge needs to be replaced, not rehabilitated. The team of consultants for Montgomery County and PennDot are now finalizing 

the Alternative’s Analysis Report which will 
determine how and on what alignment the 
bridge will be replaced. The phase after that 
decision is made is Preliminary Engineering. 
The Best estimate is that it will take 
between 4-5 years from when Preliminary 
Engineering begins, for a new bridge to be 
constructed and dedicated for public use.

“I know it’s not the answer everyone was 
hoping for,” Klepfer admits. “But at least 
we now have an idea about what to expect.” 
Klepfer vows to keep communicating with 
County and State officials to keep nudging 
this project forward.
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NEW EQUIPMENT  – Trailer and Bobcat Attachments
For 2022, the Township purchased a new 22,000 GVW Iron Bull trailer to pull our excavating equipment to job sites within the 

Township. We also purchased three new attachments—a rotary cutter, pallet fork frame and sweeper—for the Bobcat Compact Excavator 
and Bobcat Compact Track loader that were purchased in 2021. The new equipment is expected to improve efficiency in the field. The 
Township maintains 58.24 miles of roadside right-of-ways with a four-man road crew. Pictured with the trailer below are Road Crew 
member Steven Rhoads and Chairman of the Board of Supervisors Steve Rothenberger.
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SCENIC PHOTOS OF UPPER HANOVER TOWNSHIP

Perkiomen Creek

View from Fruitville Bridge

Hosensack Creek

The Natural Beauty of  
     Upper Hanover Township

2022 UPPER PERKIOMEN VALLEY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AWARDS

At the 25th Annual Community & Commerce Breakfast held June 16th, 
our very own Larry Roeder, owner and proprietor of  Town And Country 
Newspaper received the prestigious "Outstanding Small Business Award" for 
the remarkable and resilient business Mr. Roeder runs. Nominated by Senator 
Bob Mensch and Luanne Stauffer, Mr. Roeder's extraordinary and extensive 
lifetime achievements and notable public service in the Upper Perkiomen and 
Greater Philadelphia regions were recognized.   Mr. Roeder was also applauded 
for never missing a deadline or failing to distribute an edition of Town And 
Country even during extreme weather events and the pandemic and staying 
true to his commitment to keeping the public well and accurately informed.  
Mr. Roeder is an Upper Hanover Township resident and currently serves on 
the Historical Committee. Congratulations Larry Roeder! Thank you for all 
that you give back to your community!

photo by Steve Pestrock
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BOY SCOUT EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT  
EXERCISE STATIONS IN CAMELOT PARK

In March, Boy Scout Hunter DeBlock made a presentation to the Board explaining his Eagle Scout 
Project at Camelot Park which consists of installing Fitness Stations at Camelot Park. He asked for Board 

Approval and assistance with raising the required funds to complete the project. The Board told young 
Mr. DeBlock that he should return to them when he knows what funding commitments he has and 
what he needs. The Township will also assist with heavy equipment needed and logistics.

The Park Board and the Board of Supervisors are excited to see this project completed and are 
hoping that Mr. DeBlock can find sponsors for his project. If you would like to donate to this worthy 

project, please contact Township Manager Anne Klepfer at aklepfer@upperhanovertownship.org. The 
Township will be sure to recognize Mr. DeBlock for his accomplishments and thank his sponsors in a 

future print and/or e-newsletter.

Stop by our family farm to visit the 
animals and shop the market for our 
famous free range eggs, pasture-raised 

chicken and fresh produce!  

cedarhollowfarm@yahoo.com
2475 Quakertown Rd, Pennsburg, PA 18073 • 215-679-2729 

OPEN  
Wednesdays-Saturdays 10AM-5PM 
Sunday 1PM-5PM
CLOSED Mondays & Tuesdays

SUMMER 
HOURS: CNC Machining • Prototype & Production

For your Precision Machining needs - contact 
blessprecision.com or 267-923-8506

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES  AVAIL ABLE

Getting Reaquainted With 
SUMMER MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES

Our Road Department’s busiest time of year is the summer months when rainfall is 
usually low, and ditches are relatively dry.    During this time of year, our Road Department 
is mowing the roadside rights-of-way in a continuous loop, scheduling stormwater 
system maintenance, making lists of road painting that needs to be completed in the fall, 
and working in our parks. 

Keeping the road cartway clear from 
overgrowth and keeping the township 
rights-of-way clear of obstructions is a 
municipal township responsibility and is a 
continuous process. Every paved roadway 
has a legal right-of-way that extends 
beyond the edge of pavement. There 
may be improvements such as sidewalks 
or curbing that are the responsibility 
of homeowners to maintain, but the 
Township still has a legal right-of-
way to work in that area and perform 
maintenance or make improvements as 

necessary.  Where no curb or sidewalks exist, the Township uses a boom mower to 
keep back overgrowth that has crept into the right-of-way and even the roadway. On an 
18’ wide road, the legal right-of-way is 33’ - or 7.5’ beyond the edge of the road. Most 
of the time we don’t use the entire right-of-way.   If the homeowner plants bushes, trees 
or hedges that extend into the maintenance zone, they may get cut back by the mower. 
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CAMELOT PARK REMINDERS
Upper Hanover Township is very proud of Camelot Park and the recreational opportunities available at this wonderful facility. The 

Township Maintenance Department works hard to keep the park in pristine condition and keep the facilities clean and tidy for public use. 
Please help us by cleaning up after yourself, reporting suspicious or bad behavior, and following park rules. The following reminders are 
offered to help us keep the park safe and a place for everyone to enjoy:

• All dogs must be on a leash. No exceptions.

• Please be neat and keep the bathrooms tidy after use.

• Reservations for athletic fields and the pavilion are required if you want to ensure they are available for your use at designated times.

• The athletic fields and the pavilion may already be reserved!!! Please respect and vacate facilities that have been reserved for private 
functions and find a new spot for your activity when notified of a reservation commencing. The Township will be installing a 
weatherproof notice board to provide notice of reservations.

• The Park is a public park and although specific facilities may be reserved, the public is always permitted in the park during park hours 
of operation for passive recreation, nature walking, exercising and parking vehicles.

PLAYGROUND SAFETY
A quick checklist for parents

Place this list in a prominent area of your home for quick reference. Then, before your 
children head out the door for the playground, check that:

n Supervision is present, but strings and ropes aren’t.
Adult presence is needed to watch for potential hazards, observe, intercede and facilitate play 
when necessary. Strings on clothing or ropes used for play can cause accidental strangulation 
if caught on equipment.

n All children play on age-appropriate equipment.
Preschoolers, ages 2-5, and children ages 5-12, are developmentally different and need  
different equipment located in separate areas to keep the playground safe and fun for all.

n Falls to surface are cushioned.
Nearly 70 percent of all playground injuries are related to falls to the surface. Acceptable 
surfaces include hardwood fiber/mulch, pea gravel, sand and synthetic materials such as 
poured-in-place, rubber mats or tiles. Playgrounds surfaces should not be concrete, asphalt, 
grass, blacktop, packed dirt or rocks.

n Equipment is safe.
Check to make sure the equipment is anchored safely in the ground, all equipment pieces are in good working order,  
S-hooks are entirely closed, bolts are not protruding, there are no exposed footings, etc.

Checklist is from the National Program for Playground Safety (NPPS) at www.uni.edu/playground/

COMMUNITY LIBRARY BOX 
INSTALLED AT CAMELOT PARK

The Park and Recreation Committee and Board of Supervisors recently approved the 
installation of a Community Library at Camelot Park. It is located near the walking path that 
leads to the playground and pavilion and will be a place where books for all ages can be taken 
and exchanged for free. A volunteer has agreed to maintain it, approve the books and keep it 
operational.
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Perkiomenville Quarry
215-234-4522

Perkiomenville Asphalt
215-234-9231

1128 Crusher Road
Perkiomenville,  PA 18074

www.highwaymaterials.com

Serving Upper Montgomery County’s 
Aggregate & Asphalt needs since 1902

CS KALB TREE & LANDSCAPE, LLC
Tree Care and Landscape Services

Chris Kalb, Owner
302 Dotts Street 

Pennsburg, PA 18073
215-679-9388

chriskalb@yahoo.com

Start the Journey Start the Journey 
Towards Clarity, Towards Clarity, 

Secturity, Secturity, 
& Personal & Personal 

FreedomFreedom

HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR
484.460.3922

LOCATED IN PENNSBURG 
MEETING IN-PERSON OR VIRTUALLY

DANIEL RHOADS IS A HEALTHCARE.GOV, PENNIE.COM AND MEDICARE CERTIFIED HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER. INVESTMENT 
ADVISORY AND FINANCIAL PLANNING SERVICES ARE OFFERED THROUGH SIMPLICITY WEALTH LLC. A SEC REGISTERED 
INVESTMENT ADIVISOR. DANIEL SCOTT RHOADS IS A SEPARATE AND UNAFILIATED ENTITY FROM SIMPLICITY WEALTH.
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To Place An Ad Call Denise At Hometown Press • 610-346-6126 • DeniseOfHTP@yahoo.com

Bucks County’s Finest Luxury 
Townhome Rentals

DOYLESTOWN • CHALFONT 
PERKASIE • SELLERSVILLE

PETS STAY 
FREE!844.610.5567   

HeritagePropertyRentals.com

Private Entrances

Pizza YPasta YSteaks YHoagies YSalads YDesserts

PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

BYOB

www.ChiarosPizza.com

Green Lane
124 Gravel Pike
215-234-9222 

Sellersville 
218 S. Main St.
215-257-5555 

Sun. - Thurs. 11am - 8pm • Fri. & Sat. 11am - 9pm

Off any order. Not valid w/other 
offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering. 

Exp. 10/31/22.

10% over 
$10

Off any order. Not valid w/other 
offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering. 

Exp. 10/31/22.

$3 over 
$15

Off any order. Not valid w/other 
offers. Must present coupon when 
ordering. 

Exp. 10/31/22.

$5 over 
$30

Wi-Fi

Convenient Call Ahead PICK-UP WINDOWPICK-UP WINDOW at Both Locations


